
Before t h e  Boa.rd of Zoning Adj ustment,  D.  C. 

Application No. 11924 of E a . s t  Washington Heights Bap t i s t  
Church, pursuant t o  Sect ion  8207 .2  of t h e  Zoning Regula.tions 
f o r  a. specia1 exception t o  permit t h e  u s e  of r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  
and prepaxing food f o r  de l ive ry  a.s a. community service a s  
provided by Sect ion  3101.413 of t h e  regula . t ions,  i n  t h e  
R-1-B Zone, at t h e  premise 2200 Branch Avenue, S .E . ,  known 
a.s Lots 816 and 817,  Square 5667. 

HEARING DATE: Ma.y 2 1 ,  1975 
DECISION DATE: Ma.y 2 7 ,  1975 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. Applicant  r equ i res  a specia1 exception t o  permit 
t h e  proposed u s e  of r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  and preparing food f o r  
de l ive ry  a s  a community s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  church ' s  k i tchen  
f a c i l i t i e s  1oca.ted i n  t h e  R-1-B Zone. 

2 .  The testimony of t h e  witnesses  a t  Publ ic  Hearing 
indica. tes  a c o n f l i c t  i n  opinion a.s t o  whether t h e  a.pp1ica.nt 
complies with Sect ion  3101.413 of t h e  Zoning Regulations.  
Sa.id s e c t i o n  requires t h e  proposed program t o  be conducted 
by a. church congregation o r  group of churches. 

3.  The uncontested testimony of witnesses  s t a t e d  
tha. t  E a . s t  of t h e  River Mea.ls on Wheels Associa.tion, Inc. ,  
a, non-prof it corpora.tion, is cha.rged with day-to-day 
opera.t ions of t h e  program. I n  conjunction with t h e  corporat ion 
t h e  applicant i s  dona.ting i t s  k i tchen f a c i l i t i e s ,  con t r ibu t ing  
f ina.ncia1ly t o  t h e  program and encouraging i t s  congregation 
t o  p a r t i c i p a , t e  i n  t h e  program. A m e m b e r  of applicant's 
church counci l  has been appointed genera.l chakrman of the  
proposed program. 

4. The program coordinator t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  a s i n g l e  church 
cannot support  such a program alone i n  t h i s  day and a.ge. 
Therefore,  t he  corpora.tion and t h e  volunteers  participating 
i n  t h e  program a . re  members of va,r ious congregations r e c r u i t e d  
through an ecumenical cooperat ive e f f o r t  of va.rious churches 
i n  t h e  community including: East  Washington Heights Bap t i s t  
Church, S t .  Francis  Xa.vier, S t .  Luke's Luthera.n Church of 
t h e  Holy Comforteq Fores t  Memorial, M t .  Ca.lvary Ca.tholic 
Church, H i l c r e s t  Ba.ptist,  S t .  Timothy's Episcopa.1 Church a.nd 
o the r s .  
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5. The proposed program i s  a non-profit  organized 
s e r v i c e  t o  r e c o n s t i t u t e  and d e l i v e r  food purchased from 
commercia1 d i s t r i b u t o r s .  A s  a community s e r v i c e  t h e  food 
i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  e l d e r l y ,  handicapped amd shut- in persons 
who would ha.ve t o  be i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  without food support  
from t h e  community. Recipients  pa.y only f o r  t h e  food 
received and donations a r e  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  those  unable t o  
Pay 

6. The program requ i res  use of only t h e  k i tchen 
f a c i l i t i e s  and one s to rage  room on t h e  subject  property 
f o r  p repara t ion  of t h e  food and pa.cka.ging. 

7.  Delivery of t h e  semi-prepared food t o  t h e  app l i can t  
r equ i res  only one incoming t ruck  per  week a.nd subsequent 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  accomplished by fewer tha.n t e n  (10)  volunteers  
i n  t h e i r  pr iva. te  automobiles. 

8. A memorandum dated Ma.y 16,  1975 from t h e  Zoning 
Div is ion  of t h e  Municipa.1 Pla.nning Off ice and subsequent 
testimony s t a t e  t h a t  both t h e  subject  s i t e  loca ted  a.t t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Branch Avenue and Ahbama. Avenue and 
a.d j acen t  streets cam a.ccomoda.te additiona1 t ra . f  f i c  generated 
by t h e  u s e  without  crea.t ing a.dverse no i se  a.nd t r a . f f i c  
impacts on t h e  surrounding residentia1 a.rea.. 

9. A pool of a.pproximately two hundred volunteers  
including k i tchen s ta . f f  and d r i v e r s  pa.rticipate i n  t h e  
pr0gra.m on a. r o t a t i n g  ba.sis.  The program coordina.tor 
i s  t h e  only paid person. 

10. There a.re  no s igns  o r  displa.ys a . t  t h e  sub jec t  
s i t e  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  proposed pr0gra.m. 

11. There wa,s no opposi t ion ra i sed  t o  t h i s  appl ica . t ion+ 

1 2 .  The memorandum and testimony of t h e  Zoning Divis ion 
of t h e  Municipal Planning Off ice  recommend approval of t h e  
a .ppl icat ion i f  t h e  Board f i n d s  t h e  proposed program is  
conducted by a church congregation o r  group of churches 
pursua.nt t o  Sect ion  3101.413. 
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Upon considera.t ion of t h e  above f indings  of fa.ct and 
t h e  evidence of record t h e  Boa.rd concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed 
program is  church conducted pursuant t o  Sect ion  3101.413. 
Applicant  i s  going t o  opera te  t h e  program i n  conjunction 
wi th  Eas t  of t h e  River Mea.1s on Wheels Associat ion,  Inc., 
a non- profi t  corporat ion composed of volunteers  f r o m  
various community church congrega.tions. Therefore t h e  
program i s  church directed,mana.ged a.nd con t ro l l ed .  M o r e  
tha.n 75% of t h e  s ta . f f  volunteer  t h e i r  t i m e  and s e r v i c e  t o  
t h e  non-profit  pr0gra.m with one (1) coordinator  being pa id  
out  of a pool of a.pproximately t w o  hundred volunteers .  
The program requ i res  no s igns  o r  d i sp lays  t o  i n d i c a t e  i t s  
1oca.tion on t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  bu i ld ing  a . t  t h e  s i t e  and it 
w i l l  be conducted wi th in  t h e  e x i s t i n g  church bui ld ing .  
A minimum amount of t r a f f i c  and no i se  w i l l  be generated 
by t h e  program which w i l l  no t  become objec t ionable  i n  t h e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t .  The Boa.rd f i n d s  tha.t t h e  s p e c i a l  
exception permi t t ing  t h e  proposed use i s  i n  ha.rmony with 
t h e  genera l  purpose a.nd i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regula.tions 
and w i l l  no t  tend t o  adversely a f f e c t  t h e  u s e  of neighboring 
property.  

ORDERED : 

It  i s  hereby ordered t h a t  t h e  app l i ca t ion  be GRANTED 
f o r  a. PERIOD OF THREE (3) yea r s  a . t  which t i m e  it ma.y be 
renewed a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  Boa.rd upon t h e  f i l i n g  
of an a ,ppl icat ion pursuant  t o  zoning regula.t ions.  

VOTE : 

3-1-0 (Lilla B u r t  Cummings, Esq. d i s s e n t i n g  and 
M r .  Klauber not  vot ing,  not  ha.ving heaxd t h e  c a s e . )  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C.  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 
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Secretary t o  the Board 

/ 
F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: & / ~ L ? S  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF 
S I X  MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I N G  AND/OR 
OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE E F F E C T I V E  
DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


